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startups I Sniich

aging in yousr catlegory o well s others But don't desdgn a car-
bon copy of your competition. says Hines. “You may be able
%o take some positive attributes, but you don't want to be a ‘me
100’ or look-alike produd, because you'd lose your owm brand-
ing.” She ctes the salad dressings that now come in pump bot-
tles as an example of 1 crossover packaging succeis.
As unique ai the packaging is, you will sall have to meet vari-
ot regalations—especially if voa manulactare food or cosmetic
dor caii haclp you Follone the raes, I your packaging b truby unigee,
start with a small order becawse rou may want 1o make changes.

After the Nisanoffs developed their packaging. they received
mixed reacthons from vendors ot trade shows—some ke aream
packaging manufacturers would only package food. But Ben-
jamiin and Lisa were able to find vendors who embraced their
wnigue idea Today, their line inciudes Me! loe Cream Sandwich,
2 pumice stone that loaks ke a treat and Me! Body Icing. a spe-
clalty body Jotion. With anisual ssdes upreards of 53 milion. their
treats are available an Rite Carlion and Four Seasons spas as well
s [ high-ond boutiques like Kitson and Planet Blue. "The firt
thimg that grabs the customer’s eve b the packaging.” says Ben-
jamin. "Onsce he or the picks up the prodace, half the sale bs done.”




